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Superintendent’s Corner 
 
Dear Families, 

Our staff continues to encourage the development of literacy skills in all students. Students learn best in an 
environment that places emphasis on understanding their unique learning styles and adaptation of the 
curriculum and teaching methods to meet those needs.   Our dedicated teaching staff is working diligently to 
become more intentional in regards to instructional time -- truly every minute counts! We are encouraging 
you, whenever possible, to help increase student time in the classroom. 

Every teacher is required to teach to the standards and assess student knowledge frequently. Learning is a 
partnership between the student, school, family, and community. Each and every student needs support to 
thrive and meet his or her own academic and personal potential. Assessments and report cards provide 
opportunities to celebrate accomplishments, set new goals, and plan for the future. Please take time to talk 
about these things as a family. Our students deserve a tremendous amount of credit for their work and 
accomplishments throughout the school year. 

As long as we continue to work together and support one another there are no obstacles that will impede 
our progress. Together we are making significant differences in the lives of our students. YES! 

Two Schools One Voice. We are Sacaton Braves. YES! 

Mrs. Cherryl Paul 
Superintendent  @cherryl_paul

Sacaton students show 
appreciation for their 
new pairs of gloves!! 

Over 820 pairs of gloves 
were donated to “glove” 

every student at Sacaton! 



 
Sacaton Elementary School District Goals 2017-2018 

Governing Board Approved August 8, 2017 
1. Domain: Results 

Performance Data 
Goal: Support data collection, optimize instructional delivery, and 
enhance student engagement with programs and services that 
develop and nurture every student. 

2. Domain: Leadership 
Vision for Learning and Achievement 
Goal: Participate in a Strategic Planning process designed to capture 
the voice of stakeholders to inform a meaningful and relevant Strategic 
Plan (2018-2023). 

3. Domain: Systems Alignment and Integration  
Safe, Orderly, and Engaging Learning Environment 
Goal: Ensure the safety and security of all buildings; provide intellectually inspiring learning spaces 
focusing on the social and emotional growth of students. 

4. Domain: Processes 
Appreciative Inquiry Culture 
Goal: Document, deploy, and monitor processes with fidelity demonstrating collaborative problem-
solving techniques. 

5. Domain: Capacity Building 
Human Development 

      Goal: Provide opportunities to engage all employee groups in programs and initiatives. 
 
 

New Staff Joining the Sacaton Family 
 

 
We extend a warm welcome to our newest Sacaton Braves! 

  
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

Positive Parenting Training Series 
 

Positive Parenting is open to ALL parents  
with children in Preschool through 8th Grade. 

 
1/19/18: Practical Systems to Build Appropriate Habits 

2/23/18: Making the Home-School Connection 
4/13/18: The ABC’s of Problem Solving 

 
Meetings are scheduled for Fridays:  9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

Sacaton Middle School, Room C8 Conference Room 
 

PRESENTER:  Mrs. Julie Niven, Pinal County ESA, (520) 450-4508  
 

 Door Prize Drawing: $25.00 Gift Card 
 

 

Mr. Ruben Martinez
Custodian

Ms. Holly Maughmer
Special Education Preschool Teacher



 
Eighth Graders Visit Wesley Bolin Plaza in Phoenix 

  
Twenty-one eighth grade students participated in a field trip to the Wesley Bolin Plaza in Phoenix. Students 
took part in a scavenger hunt to explore and learn about the 42 memorials located at the plaza. The students 
also had an opportunity to see the State Capitol buildings. In addition, Mr. Alaniz had students consider ratios 
involving distance and size in relation to the USS Arizona and USS Missouri exhibits. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Little Reading Goes A Long Way 
 
While Sacaton Elementary School District has launched their Literacy Initiative, with Superintendent Paul’s 
goal of all teachers seeing themselves and acting as a teacher of reading, the success can be contributed 
to by families, as well. Reading is an essential skill that develops the mind. The district’s literacy initiative 
has been driving professional development and instruction this year.   All teachers are participating in the 
training and implementation of Teaching Reading 
Effectively courses that are provided by Arizona’s 
Department of Education.   
 
The focus area of reading shifts depending on each child’s 
needs within the academic standards. The sequential 
learning process consists of five key focus areas that 
students experience along with their literacy journey; 
phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, comprehension, 
and vocabulary.  Each new skill builds and compliments 
previously learned skills. A kindergarten student focuses 
on the awareness of sounds and letters while a 4th-grade 
student must be a fluent and accurate reader (reading 
more than 115 words per minute) to understand and 
respond to multiple texts.  
 
While these skills are taught at school, it is important for 
every family to make home connections and provide 
support. This can be achieved in a fun and enjoyable way 
by reading in the home.  
 
Research shows that twenty minutes of reading every night 
enhances the reading process by targeting fluency, 
accuracy, comprehension, and vocabulary.   With our 
access to technology, we can use apps and websites to support this process in the home.  This provides for 
an endless variety of book titles and promotes student-selected text.  This year, Superintendent Paul 
launched an electronic reading platform provided by myON.  Students have reacted positively to this website, 
and this love can continue with the family at home by accessing this link: www.myon.com  
 

Enjoy reading with your child and being a part of their success! 



 
Driving With Data 

 
Sacaton Elementary School District completed mid-year assessments in December.  
Teachers utilize data and detailed reports to identify student strengths, intervention 
needs, target areas, and to support instructional pacing and planning for the upcoming 
semester.  
 
Students strive to reach their goal of Proficient/Benchmark (green) or Highly 
Proficient/Above Benchmark (blue).  These categories represent meeting or exceeding grade level goals. 
The following data serves as a baseline in creating the District’s Strategic Plan and as staff implement 
knowledge gained through professional development and consistently deliver effective instruction. 
 
Galileo Benchmark assessments are used three times a year in Math (1-8th grade), English Language Arts 
(2-8th grade), Science (7-8th grade) and provide information regarding student performance on grade level 
standards and identify student growth from the August Pretest to December’s Mid-Year Assessment. These 
tests are approximately 45 problems and are administered over multiple days. This assessment serves as a 
predictor of student achievement on the AzMERIT state assessment (grades 3-8).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Student performance on assessments provide teachers with the data needed to drive instruction.  Goals are 
also set to help drive and accomplish expectations.  Annual goals are identified in terms of point growth from 
the August Pretest to the May Posttest. December goals are then calculated to identify students that have 
met or exceeded growth expectations for the first semester.  In addition, teachers analyze data sets to create 
next steps for those that did not make the expected growth goals and collaborate to find ways to best support 
these students. The following data reflects achievement of students in accomplishing their December goals.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



One-minute math fluency assessments, AIMS Web Math, are utilized in kindergarten to support student 
achievement in oral counting, number identification, quantity discrimination (selecting the greater number) 
and missing numbers (identifying the missing number in a sequence). Once students show mastery in oral 
counting and number identification they move in to more specific instruction to focus on greater and missing 
numbers (second semester).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills) 
DIBELS benchmark assessments are one-minute timed tests that are administered in kindergarten through 
fourth grade.  Focus areas for each grade level are reflected in the different measures that make up a total 
composite score. 

Kindergarten: First Sound Fluency, Phoneme Segmentation, Nonsense Word Fluency 
1st Grade: Phoneme Segmentation, Nonsense Word Fluency, Oral Reading Fluency & 
Accuracy 
2nd – 4th Grade: Oral Reading Fluency & Accuracy, Retell Fluency & Quality 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Additional Data that Supports Academic Achievement 

 
While instruction occurs in the classroom, there are other important factors that contribute to student learning. 
Some of these factors include attendance, behavior, motivation, health (well-being, vision, hearing), and 
nutrition. The following data components represent some of the factors listed in supporting achievement. 
This data is collected and reviewed on a monthly basis to best support student needs. 

 
  

Discipline Report December 2017 
Kindergarten – 8th Grade 

As reported by December 28, 2017 
 
Action Plan and Support: 
• Staff will continue to follow P.B.I.S. 

(Positive Behavior Interventions and 
Supports) procedures and Student 
Expectations Matrix. 

• Continued support is provided by the 
campus Behavior Coach. 

• Students receive daily greetings from 
staff which plays an important role in 
welcoming students and building 
teacher-student relationships. 

• Staff continue to make phone calls 
weekly to support school-home 
communication. 

• Staff will discuss and implement 
additional action steps based on specific 
needs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Enrollment & Attendance December 2017 



 
Tailored Technology Report 

 
The holiday season is a time of togetherness. It is also a time when 
we sometimes let technology drive a wedge between the time we 
spend with family and friends. Alex Soojung Pang writes in his 
book, The Distraction Addiction, “rather than sharing conversations 
and enjoying the people we’re with, we keep our eyes on the screen 
and miss the moment.” Balance the New Year with less phone 
screen time and some New Year’s resolutions that incorporate 
making the most of technology with our loved ones and friends. 

Below are some suggestions that my family followed this holiday season. 
 
Create guidelines that everyone can agree on. If you think that your family would benefit from less screen 
time, bring it up to your family and friends and see how they feel about it. Be open to ideas and discuss what 
you think is the appropriate amount of technology time. Snapping photos with your phone when presents are 
being unwrapped is a good thing and so is putting your phone away during meals. Whatever guidelines you 
choose, make sure everyone has input. 
 
Use technology to unite, rather than divide. If there is a game console at the house, find a multiplayer 
game and schedule a family tournament. Have game apps that everyone can join in like SongPop. Use 
Skype to connect to those family members and friends that live far away. Share on Instagram or Facebook 
family photos to those loved ones in far off places. One of the benefits of technology is that it can allow us 
to escape when we need a short break. Hopefully these tips will help your family make technology an asset 
rather than a divider. 
 
Mr. David Roman 
Technology Integration Specialist 

 
District Technology Initiatives 

 
Sacaton is working on a 3-year Technology Plan that will include community parents as well as student 
council members that will represent Gila River Indian Community in the decision making process. We have 
distributed iPads to kindergarten classrooms and our Integrated Technology Specialist has converted their 
laptop charging carts to allow for these iPads and Chromebooks 
to charge. We are also looking to increase our bandwidth from 
100 mbps to 200 mbps through the Erate program to better 
handle all of the devices on our network without any drop in 
connectivity. During the break, we reviewed our bi-annual 
General Fixed Assets inventory checklist to verify that 
everything is accounted for in preparation for the February 
audit. Within the next month, Sacaton will become a unified, 
technology-driven district. Utilizing consistent platforms district-
wide makes it easier to maintain, image, and repair the 
technology hardware as well as to train the teachers. Also, if a teacher is relocated to a different classroom 
or campus, they will already know how to operate the technology that is in that room because of 
standardization. 
 
Mr. Michael Hulcy 
Technology Coordinator 

Speaker’s Corner 
 

Our Speaker’s Corner is dedicated to anyone who would like to suggest information that would be helpful to 
parents, guardians, and community members. Suggestions will be considered for the following month’s 
newsletter. To make a suggestion, please email Dr. Patti Wann: pwann@sacatonschools.org.  
 



 
Any girls interested in joining Girl Scouts, please see Mrs. Weddle at the elementary and middle 
school.  The club begins this month and runs through April.  

 
 

Amazing Chorus and Band Performances by Sacaton students!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Quote of the Month 
“I hope that in this year to come, 

YOU MAKE MISTAKES, 
because if you are making mistakes, 

THEN YOU ARE 
making new things, 

TRYING NEW THINGS, 
learning, living, 

PUSHING YOURSELF, 
changing yourself, 

CHANGING YOUR WORLD.” 
~ Neil Gaiman 

 


